Draft of Minutes

RSCDS Calgary Branch
Annual General Meeting
May 29, 2021 at 7:30pm
Virtual Zoom Meeting
Chair: Nancy Laing
Members Present:
1

Mona Baker

9

Don Hunter

17 Karen McKenzie

2

Sharon Barker

10

Sheree Iffla

18 Bill Mulloy

3

Jennifer Bond

11

Nancy Laing

19 Freda Osborne

4

Kevin Bond

12

Karen Larson

20 Jamie Osborne

5

Alison Crabb

13

Monica Lomeland

21 Graham Sewell

6

Tracey Ekelund

14

Ann Longair

22 David Stewart

7

Debby Henderson

15

Duane Martin

8

Doreen Herdman

16

Carol Mayer

22 members present. Quorum of 14 required. (1/4 of 54 members) Quorum achieved.
Motions to be presented will require a simple majority, 12 or more votes.
Meeting called to order at 7:31 pm
1

Motions to approve minutes from the Annual General Meeting September 26, 2020
Moved by: David Stewart
Seconded by: Debby Henderson
Vote: For: 20, Against: 0, Abstained: 0, Carried: Yes

2

President’s Report given by Nancy Laing (attached)

3

Secretary’s Report given by Karen McKenzie (attached)

4

Treasurer’s Report given by Mona Baker (attached)
Motion to approve Financial Statements as Audited by Jim Adamson & Denis Iffla on May 17,
2021.
Moved by: Mona Baker
Seconded by: David Stewart
Vote: For: 20, Against: 0, Abstained: 0, Carried: yes
Question from the Floor: At the September 2020 AGM it was noted that usually the AGLC
requires that Casino proceeds be disbursed within two years and we may need to apply for an
extension as we had $10,000 left in the accounts and our end date was Nov. 2020. What was
the outcome of this? Treasurer did contact the AGLC and due to the disruption caused by Covid
Health Measures all societies are being given leniency in fund disbursement timelines.
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5

Election of Directors including the Executive Members:
Nancy Laing handed the chair to Sharon Barker to run the election.
For this year’s elections, the request for nominations to any of the executive positions, or to
stand for election as director at large will be combined into one question, and that question will
be repeated three times. After the question has been asked three times, nominations will be
declared closed. Based on the results of this process we will then proceed with elections or
declare the positions filled by acclamation.
The Slate as put forward from the Board of Directors is:
President – Nancy Laing
Vice President – Debby Henderson
Treasurer – Mona Baker
Secretary – Karen McKenzie
Directors at Large:
Michael Begg
Don Hunter
Sheree Iffla
Duane Martin
Barry Moore
William Mulloy
It was then repeated 3 times, “For any of the board positions, are there nominations from the
floor?”
There were no nominations made from the floor and so the Board of Directors slate was
declared elected by acclamation.

6

Appointment of Auditor/Examiner: Jamie Osborne & Doreen Herdman agreed to audit our
financials after the end of our next fiscal year. (ends April 30, 2022)

7

Motions already advised to the Secretary – none

8

Any other competent business at the discretion of the Chair
a) Dancing Under Covid 19 – 2021-2022 Season
There is reason to hope that we will be dancing in person again sometime in the fall. As of
today, the Alberta Government intends to lift all restrictions on indoor gatherings 2 weeks after
70% of Albertans aged 12 and older have received at least one dose of the vaccine. This is
expected to be in late June or early July.
The Calgary Branch board of directors will be monitoring the provincial guidelines carefully and
will send out a newsletter later in August with an update for the fall. The Board of Directors will
also be revising the annual budget to reflect both the unexpectedly high level of Casino Funding
received and the anticipated need for hall rental funding required for the coming year.
Chair asked if there was any discussion from the floor and there was not.

9

Announcements

a) Summer Dance Classes
Branch Summer Dance classes will not be held this summer.
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Cross & Thistle: Interactive online classes are taught on Tuesday nights starting at 8pm for 40
minutes. The last class for the summer session will be July 20th. Everyone is welcome. For more
information please contact Sharon Barker or look on the website.
Wednesdays at noon - Dance Scottish at Home – a pre-recorded class from a different teacher
every week. The last class will be July 21st. This will likely be the last class as in-person classes
are likely to resume in the UK in the fall.
Cross & Thistle Step Classes: Sharon Barker will continue to offer online beginner Step Classes on
Wednesday nights at 8pm through to July 21st. Everyone is welcome. For more information
please contact Sharon or look on the website.

b) TAC Virtual Summer School July 28-31, 2021
TAC Summer School is open and free to all Scottish Country Dancers. You do need to register
online to attend. Classes will be held during the day with a dance each evening followed by an
after-party for socializing.
For more information visit tac-rscds.org.
TAC Summer School 2022 will be back in Calgary.

c) Membership renewal
Normally members renew their membership either at the AGM in May or at the start of classes
in September. This year, we hope you’ll consider renewing either using PayPal from our
website, or sending in a cheque over the summer as we can’t be certain if/when we will be
starting classes in the fall.
Membership will remain $20/year and will still include membership to RSCDS in Scotland – a
value of $34.
Membership renewal information including online options is included on the branch website at
http://www.rscdscalgary.org/membership.
Announcements from the floor:

•
•

Ellerslie Highland Games committee is planning on hosting games on Saturday, August 28th.
They also have back-up dates in mind for September and October.
Canmore games – likely not running as pipe bands can’t practice so they are not registering to
compete.

10 Adjourn at 8:00 pm.
Minutes taken by Karen McKenzie, secretary
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
RSCDS CALGARY BRANCH
May 29, 2021

Events Summary
It is safe to say, that the 2020-2021 Scottish Country Dance season in Calgary has been like no
other. And let’s hope it remains ‘one of a kind’. In spite of the pandemic lockdown, RSCDS
Calgary Branch adapted to the new (and we hope temporary) reality and were able to provide a
number of virtual classes and events for our membership. Here’s a summary of the events that
have taken place for the Branch since our last AGM in September 2020.
Virtual Burn’s Night – January 23, 2021
Calgary Branch held a virtual Robbie Burns night on January 23, 2021. The evening was a
great success. 133 separate zoom links connected from across Canada and the US - many
with more than one person per session. People attended from all over Alberta (Calgary,
Edmonton, Red Deer, Lamont, Langdon, Lethbridge, Cochrane, Bassano and Morrin), BC
(Victoria, Okanagan, Vernon, Nanaimo, Mission, Duncan), and across Canada - Saskatoon,
Winnipeg, Toronto, Dalkeith ON, Montreal, Laval. And we even had some join us from all
over the US - Seattle area, New York city, Washington, California and Texas! Our Scottish
Country Dance connections run far and wide.
Spoken and musical performances were provided by Ross Barker, Jamie Osborne, Jim
Osborne, Bill Mulloy and Debby and Robert Henderson. Sharon Barker lead us through a
three dance program with fantastic music provided by the Tartan Tie’s with guests Heather
Cameron, and Scott Duncan.
Spring Social – April 24, 2021
The Branch also held a social event via Zoom on April 24th. Eighteen members joined in and
there were lots of laughs as we all attempted to answer Sheree Iffla’s and Karen McKenzie’s
quiz questions.

Board of Directors Update
Graham Sewell reached his 5 year anniversary of service to the RSCDS Calgary Branch Board
in April 2021. Having served as a director-at-large since May of 2016, Graham has provided
much wisdom, history and humour to our board meetings and will be very much missed. Graham
was also a keen volunteer at the Branch events often responsible for the evenings food and
drink. Chocolate covered strawberries were a staple at any event where Graham was in charge
1

of the food. On behalf of the Board of Directors and the membership, thank-you Graham for all
your contributions over the past five years and all the very best for the future. We hope to see
you on the dance floor again soon.
Finally on a personal note, I would like to thank all the members of the Calgary Branch Board of
Directors for all for your hard work, thoughtfulness and wisdom this past year as we’ve continued
to navigate these difficult times.
And to our Membership - here’s hoping that we will all be meeting and dancing together in person
in the fall.
Nancy Laing, President
RSCDS Calgary Branch 2020/2021
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SECRETARY’S REPORT
RSCDS CALGARY BRANCH
May 29, 2021

Scottish Country Dance Classes
The Alberta Health restrictions that have been in place since March 2020 have kept us from
meeting and dancing in person since that time. Calgary Branch offered Virtual Dancing Lessons
for the fall semester on Monday nights and then from January 2021 to the end of April the
lessons were on Thursday nights. Sharon Barker, Nancy Laing, Sheree Iffla and Fiona Carnie
were the teachers for these classes. We thank them for all their work preparing for these classes
and then leading them.
RSCDS Headquarters has offered virtual classes on Wednesdays to all members from March
2020 onwards. The last class will be offered on July 21st to allow for a summer break. With
restrictions on in-person dancing lifting in Great Britain it is anticipated that they will not
reintroduce this virtual class in September.

Membership
Our membership for the 2020/2021 dance year was 55 members. This about half our usual
membership. We thank those of you who renewed your membership for this past, non-dancing,
year. We look forward to welcoming everyone back for the next dancing year.
The board has agreed to not change the membership fees for the 2021/2022 dance season.
They will remain at $20 for the year. We do anticipate, as vaccine doses are rolled out, that the
province will relax and eliminate their restrictions on dancing and other physical activity indoors
sometime in the next 2 to 4 months and we will have regular classes and events during this year.
RSCDS Scotland also established a weekly “Dance Scottish at Home” newsletter which is
published on Fridays. If you aren’t getting this newsletter right in your email inbox look for it on
the RSCDS website.

Communication
Mona Baker has been our webmaster this year. She updated our website giving it a facelift. We
hope you have been finding it easy to navigate. She will continue to be our webmaster this year.
Bill Mulloy has been our newsletter editor this year. Much thanks to him for bringing some dance
news to Calgary area dancers this year.
Karen McKenzie, Secretary,
RSCDS Calgary Branch, 2020-2021
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TREASURER AGM REPORT
SATURDAY MAY 29, 2021
AUDIT:

This year’s audit was conducted on May 17, 2021 by Dennis Iffla and Jim
Adamson and I would like to thank them for their analysis and observations.

OPERATING ACCOUNT:

This year we received a grant of $4,025.64 on Feb 4, 2020 from the Alberta
Foundation for the Arts (AFA) which was taken as income in the Operating
Account on May 1st.
As our membership renewal rate was only at about 50% of normal this year,
the Board voted to donate the difference between our budgeted amount
for HQ memberships and the actual payment that was made for purchased
memberships to RSCDS Scotland. This was valued at $3,500 CAD; £1,978.63
GBP.
Due to the pandemic restrictions, there were very few transactions going
through the account this year. The only major expenses were for teacher
honorariums for the virtual classes, the musicians for the Virtual Burns Night,
and the RSCDS HQ membership payment. We also sent care packages to
members who were hospitalised or otherwise injured this year.

CASINO ACCOUNT:
Enter in any relevant information on the casino account here; the following is an example of
2019/2020 for reference

We were extremely lucky this year to be given a casino volunteering
opportunity during a brief window of partial normalcy, which was held on
Nov 8th & 9th. Our share of the funding was $56,303.96 and was electronically
received on Feb 22, 2021. As we are not currently dancing, and not likely to
start again until most likely January, the Financial Committee will review when
these funds will be taken as income into the Casino account and then take
that recommendation to the Board for approval.
In disbursing funds from the Casino account, we must abide by rules set by
the AGLC. We are allowed to cover hall rental cost for our Branch Run

TREASURER AGM REPORT
SATURDAY MAY 29, 2021
classes as well as the those of our affiliated dance groups. There were no hall
fees paid this year due to the pandemic, and we received some deposits
and unused time back from most of our halls. There is one hall that is still
holding onto our deposit for use in Jan 2022 at this time.
AGLC rules also allow us to reimburse members when they attend Scottish
Country Dance/Music workshops outside of Calgary and within Alberta. The
Branch policy and budget allows members to submit up to $400 per year for
reimbursement for both dance and music classes. Again, due to the
pandemic, not workshops were held anywhere this fiscal year, so there were
no reimbursements paid to any members.
As we all know, casino funding allows us to greatly enrich the Scottish Country
Dance experience that each member enjoys in times of non-world-wide
pandemic situations. We’re truly grateful to those members who did
volunteer last November, despite the circumstances.

MISCELLANEOUS:

In summary, our expenses this year were very minimal, and with the casino
funding we received and will be able to use sometime in the hopefully near
future, we should be able to resume dancing and funding as we have been
able to do in the past.

Thank you,
Mona Baker
Treasurer

